Did you know . ..

The legal drinking age in
Massachusetts and every
other state is 21. It is against
the law to serve or provide
alcohol to underage guests or
to allow them to drink alcohol
in your home or on other
property you control. If you
do, you may be prosecuted
criminally. The penalty is a
fine up to $2,000,
imprisonment for up to a year,
or both. G.L. ¢.138, sec. 34.

You may also be sued civilly.
If you are sued civilly, a jury
may decide whether you are
liable and how much you will
have to pay for injuries
caused by your guests.

You could be prosecuted
criminally or sued civilly if you
knowingly allow a person
under 21 to drink at your
home, and they become very
ill or dies from alcohol
poisoning or other injuries.

You could be civilly liable if
you give permission for your
underage child to drink in
someone else’s home and
they injure or Kill a third party.

You could be civilly liable if
your child has a few friends
over when you are not at
home, it develops into a
drinking party, and a
partygoer injures themself
when fleeing after the police
arrive.

Important Facts

Four out of ten middle and
high school students (ages
12-17) who drank alcohol in
the past year had a serious
problem related to

drinking. (www.health.org/govp
ubs/RP0990) Incidents of
sexual assault, date rape,
motor vehicle accidents,
drowning, and suicide can
occur more commonly among
these youths.

45% of 7th and 8th graders in
Massachusetts said that it
was easy to obtain alcohol.
78% of high school students
reported that alcohol was
easy to obtain.
(Massachusetts Youth Alcohol
Prevention Task Force, May
2009)

Parents often don’t know that
four out of five teens have the
opportunity to drink alcohol;
only three out of five parents
believe children have access
to alcohol. (US Department of
Health and Human Services,
2008))

On a typical weekend in the
United States, an average of
one teenager per hour dies in
a car crash. More than 45% of
these crashes involve alcohol.
(Students Against Drunk
Driving,2010)

If drinking is delayed until age
21, a child’s risk of serious
alcohol problems is
decreased by 70%. (Grant &
Dawson, 1997)

How We Can Help

The Juvenile Justice, Elder, and
Disabilities; and Education and
Child Abuse units of the
Northwestern District Attorney’s
Office are available to help.

With the State Police attached to
the Northwestern District
Attorney’s Office, these unites
investigate and prosecute crimes
against children, the elderly and
disabled, as well as cases that
involved cyber crimes.

The Community Outreach and
Education unit along with
community partners in available to
consult with schools and parents
about keeping children safe.

To Find Out More

To find out more about the scope
of services offered by the
Northwestern District Attorney’s
Office, please contact Jana
McClure, director of Community
Outreach and Education, at 413-
586-9225

Office of the Northwestern District Attorney
1 Gleason Plaza, Northampton,
MA, 01060
(413)586-9225
13 Conway St Greenfield, MA 01301
(413) 774-3186

Northwestern District Attorney
David E. Sullivan

NorthwesternDA.org
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